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FEIS-4807-88
10 May 88

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Foreign Broadecast Information Service
THROUGH : Chiet, Operations Group

SUBJECT . Monthly Repoet - Nicosia Bureaw - April 1908

I. GENERAL

The new U.85. amk sactor to Cyprus, William Percin, arrived on the
island on 27 April after a wait of many months for contirmation by the
Senate. The acting bureauw chief and his wife represented FRIS at an
Embassy reception walcoming Mr. and Mrs. Ferrin the following evening.
Ambassador Ferrin is expected to visit the FRIS bureau soon.

Turkish Cypriot officials began new procedures at the Nicosia
crossing point to the northern part of the island during the month,
insisting on putting their administration’s stamp in the passports of
travelers, except those with diplomatic passports. The WS, Embassy and
the COyprus Government have both objected to the procedures, whioch have
continued for over threse weeks now. No bureau personnel or official
visitors have been affected, bul some non-official visitors have tuwnead
back at the checkpoint rather than have their passports stamped.

I1I. OPERATIONS

A.  Monitorial /ZBEditorial

Lo Bureauw editors and monitors were involved from the
beginning in the 189-day ordeal of & hijacked Fuwaiti airliner that was
Firet diverted to Iran and later spent 4 days at Larnaca Airport in
Oyprus. At the beginning of the hijacking the bureauw covered Fuwail radio
@arly mormning programs for reports on the drama at the requ noof the RBEO,
opening the buwreaw sarly for thres days, When it became apparent that
Iran would allow the plane to leave, the bureauw developed a contingency
plan for overnight staffing in case the plamne came Lo Bairut or some other
part of our coverage area. When the plane actually wound up in Cyprus,
the bureaw institubted midnight shifts to watch for reports on the
situwation from FParis AFF and the Beirat Voice of Lebanon radio’s &ll-night
broadecasts, even though Micosia radio observed its usual signofd Lime
throughout the crisis. The duty editors stayved in close contact with the
U.8. embassy task force established in Micosia to monitor the situation,
advising them of fast-breaking news, including the killing of two

hostages. After the hijackers freed L2 passengers and the plane was

my

allowed to leave for Algiers on 12 April, the bureauw stayed open late
uwntil it was clear that the plamne was not going to return to ouwr area.
The bureaw’ s two newest trainee sditors, who arrvived the day after the
Fuwaiti Jet landed in Cyprus, got an unusual opportunity to observe field
burealt crisis coverage in action during their first few days.

Bureauw coverage of the hijacking elicited a message from
the acting chief, Operation Group congratulating the bureauw on "its
initiative, creativity, and professionalism." The BBC Newsroom also
grupressed its thanks for Nicosia’'s handling of one Tehran television item
on the hijacking.
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2e larnaca Alrport was also the scene of a different kind of

s el tement on 8 April.  U.85. Secretary of State George Shults stopped in
Larnaca en route to Washington aftter a éd~day towr of the Middle BEast. MHe
held meetings here with Cypriot Foreilgn Minister Yeoryios lakovou and
Lebanese Fresident Amin al-~Jumayyil, who had flown in from Beirut Lo see
lim, 8Bhultz departed the same morning.

. The bureauw initiated open watch on Tehran early morning
casts, opening the bureau early for the coverage for three days starting
19 dpril, when U.S. forces attacked two Iranian il platforms in the
Fergian Guld sparking a series of clashes. Tehran reports and comments on
the events were the topic of an AG Trends piece on 27 April. The clashes
also led to an embassy security alert based on reports that Iran would
authorize terrorist attacks against U.8. targets in the near fubure.

4. Near the end of the month, Saudi Arabia severed diplomatic
relations with Iran.,  The bureau caught the first report buried near the
end of a Saudi Television newscast being watched primarily in responss Lo
an ad hoc reguest on another topic. The fast bureauw handling of the
report brought complimentary messages from the BRC Newsroom and from
Acting Chief, Operations Group, who noted that the Nicosia Bureaw report
"wasily beat all local media here by about an houwr, and also proved to be
a significant contribution to an article planned for high-level
publication." Bureaw efforts to monitor Saudi Television for material on
the original reguest about new rockets and Israeli resction to them also
warnad an expression of thanks from Liaison on behalf of consumers.

B, With the situwation in SBoviet Armenia and Azerbai jan
becomning qgquieter again, the bureaw cut back coverage of Yerevan and Baku
domestic services. Deteriorating reception becams too poor for continuing
phone-patches of the coverage to the BBC, and productivity of coverage by
Nicosia monitors had dropped sharply. We continue covering one domestic
service program daily from Bakw and Yerevan and are making backstop
recordings of several others. With this change, the bureau was able to
take baclk its normal coverage of Tehran Domestic Service morning casts,
which the BRC had been covering while ouwr Feraslan/Acmenian monitor was
detailed to Boviet coverage. In response to a Headguarters regquest, the
bureal prepared two houwrs of Armenian—)anguage voice recordings for
training use and sent them to London by DHL courier for forwarding to
Meadguarters over Internet.

b Ot the request of a Headguarters consumer relayed by MOD,
the bureaw forwarded a videotape of a news conference by Cypriot Fresident
Yeoryious Vasiliow directly to Washington by DHL courier.

7o The buwreauw has begun receiving Tehran newspapers and
magazines two or three times & week via an air courier company. Farsi and
English papers are being forwarded to London Bureasw along with ow regular
courier shipments of videotapes for a trial coverage period, while Nicosia
bureaw scans the magarines for possible processing.

8., Tehran Domestic Service has returned to a schedule of
broadeasting Friday prayvers at a time when the BRC's reception is still
fair. This has allowed Nicosia to discontinue the regular phonepatching
of the prayer broadcasts to the BBEC, although we continue to backstop
Fecord them,
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. Communications
1. Bureau communications were down several times during the
month. A scheduled outage on 1% April for a satellite upgrade was
interrupted because of heavy communications traffic in the area cue to the
hijacking situation. Communications were down for 10 houwrs _on 18 April
STAT due to satellite problems and trouble at[::::} In addition,
initiated a scheduled downtime on 30 April that continued for 6 hours.

2. The buresu switched over to Bach 2.1 and the new FEIS

message format on 28 April, as scheduled by Headguarters., Both changes
appear to have gone smoothly. :

III. ADMINISTRATION

A, Personnel
1. Part-time secretary | began work on 4 STAT
April, overlapping with funtil 20 April. Gerri gave birth Lo STAT
a baby girl the following day. 8he is rotating out of Nicosia in June
with her husband, an embassy staffer. Edi is also an embassy SPOUSE.

2.  Deputy Dhim#‘ ‘wm% on personal travel to the STAT
United States from 8 to 24 April.

3 ‘wifw of the bureaw chied, departed for the STAT

o

United States on Medevac on 24 April.

4.  Bureauw Chie%{:::::::::]waﬁ on emergency visitation to the STAT
United States from 27 April to 8 May.

Nl

5.  Senior editor] Feturned from RER to the STAT
United States on 18 April.

Iv. VISITS

1o Chiet, Operations Group, } vigsited the bureau STAT
1214 April.

2. Editor trainees
begin the F0-day editorial training programs.

@rwivmd on 9 April to gTAT

was on TDY to Jordan Bureauw frolSTAT

. Regional Engineer
1419 April.

STAT

A eal Chiet
W ocosl a Buread

ATTACHMENT: Froduction Report
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’ Nicosia Buwreau Froduction Report for April 1988
tIa TOTALS FROM ALL SOURCES:

TOTAL PFLUBLISHABLE WORDAGE FILED DURING MONTH: FR2ER0
TOTAL NON-FURLISHABLE WORDAGE FILED DURING MONTH: 114470
TOTAL NUMEBER OF PUBLISHARLE ITEMS FILED DURING MONTH: 1029

BROAD— FRESS FUBLT-
CASTE AGENCTES CATIONSG

IT1. INFUT OF REGULAR COVERAGE: 1OEEG, GO F2260,00 118,00
{minutes or issues per week) mir. mina. I S

ITI.  QUTPUT FROM ALL SOURCES:
(publishable words per month)

CLANDESTINE
(Clandestine) Radiog Free Lebanon in

Arabic 146110
{(Clandestine) Radio Free Lebanon in

Erglish 144
(Clandestine) VYoice of FPalestine in

Arabio LG
(Clandestine) Voice of the Mountain in

Arabic &440
(Clandestine) Voice of the Feople in

fArabic HESO

CHINA
Beijing in
Fereian to Iran 8]

CYFRUS
Micosia Domestic Service in

Gresk 188750
Micosia Television Service in

English 170G
Nicosia Television Bervice in

Greek 1580
Micosia ALITHIA TIS DHEVTERAS in

Greek HEG
MNicosia BIRLIE in

Turkish 1580
Nicosia CYFRUD HMAIL in

Ernglish P é
Micosia ELEVTHEROTIFIA TIS
DHEFTERAS in

Greek ¥
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BROAD- FREGS FUBL T~
CASTS AGENCIES CATIONS

Nicosia ELEVTHEROTIFIA in

Greek 7E0
Micosia I QIMERINI TIS DOHEFTERAS in

Greak O
Nicosia I SIMERINI in

Greel ETO0D
Micosia FHARAVYIL DHEFTERAS in

Greek G
Nicosia EHARAVYI in

Greaek 1410
Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS TIS
DHEFTERAS in

Greol: 0
Nicosia O FILELEVTHERDOS in

Greek 2010
Nicosia Téa NEA in

Greealk W50
Nicosia THE CYPRUS WEEKLY in

English 1200

EGYFT
Cairo Domestic Service in

Arabic 13150
Cairo Television Service in

English 1450
Cairo MENA in

Arabic BPT10
Cairo MENO in

English RYCHIN

FRANCE
Faris AFF in
English A=A Ty

GREECE
Athens Domestic Service in

Greask L 7EE0
Athens ATHENS NEWS in

Erglish &0
Athens ELEVTHEROTIFIA in

Greek 4910
Athens T EATHIMERINI in

Greek 200
Athens EIRIAKATIETD ELEVTHEROTIFIA in

Greal : W
Athens EIRIAEATIEOE RIZOGFASTIS in

Gresk (W

~.
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Athens RIZOSFASTIS in
Greek

ITRAN

Tehran International Service in
Arabic

Tehran Domestic Service in
Feralan

Tehran Television Service in
Fersian

ELUWATT
Fuwait Domestic Service in
fArabic

LEBANON

Beirut Domestic Service in
Arabic

Bairut Domestic Service in
English

Beirut Voice of Lebanon in
Arabic

Beirut Yoice of National

Resigtance in
Arabic

Mari “Uyun Lebanon Voice of Hope in
Arabic

Beirut AL-NAHAR AL ARAEBI WA

AL-DUKWALT in
Arabic

Beirut AL-NAHAR in
arabic

Beirut AL-S8AFIR in
Arabic

Beirut AL-SHIRA S in

} Arabic

Beirut MOMDAY MORMING in

i Ernglish

|

LIBYA
[Tripmli-%aice of Greater Arab
iHQm@land in
Arabic
Tripoli Domestic Service in
Arabic

SAUDT ARARIA
Rivadh Television Service in
farabhic

‘ Declaésified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/06/11 : CIA-RDP91-01355R000400100008-7
w . - ~

BROAD~  FRESS FUBL I~
CABTS AGENCIES  CATIONS

HEO

310
7420

21440

210

17350

1980

O
E280

-
220

FEEO

140

......

Vi

IRAN)
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BROAD~ FRESS FURBL I~
CASTS AEENCIES CATIONS
TUREEY
fAnbara YANEI in
Tueici sh 0
Istanbul BULVAR in
Turkish 110
ITstanbul CUMHURIYET in
Turkish H150
Istanbul DUNYA in
Turkish w
Istanbul GUNAYDIN in
Tur i ah 1580
Istanbul HURRIYET in
Turkiash 1O010

Tetanbul MILLIYET in

Tuwrkish 8740
Tstanbul TERCUMAN in

Turkish E410

LUNTON OF SOVIET SOCTALIST REFUBLICS
Moscow  in

Graeek to Cyprus ]
| Moscow  in

Greek Lo Greece O
Moscon  in

Fersian to Iran 0
Moscow Radio FPeace and Frogress in

Fersian 20730
Baku Intermnational Service in

MEeri 500
Balku Domestic Service in

AT eri 1780

v,
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